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The history of the Black Horse Chapter begins in the early 1870’s with the establishment of a Memorial 
Association in Warrenton, Virginia.  Memorial societies, such as this one where being formed throughout 
the South in an effort toward   the memory of husbands, fathers, sons, and brothers who had given the 
ultimate sacrifice during the war of 1861- 1865.  Ladies of this association erected a monument, which 
stands today in the Warrenton Cemetery, to 600 unknown casualties of war whose bodies were placed in 
common grave.   

 
When the Black Horse Chapter was officially organized on June 29, 1895, 
many of the twenty-eight charter members had been part of the Memorial 
Association.  The chapter was named in honor of the Black Horse Cavalry 
made up of young men from Fauquier County.  Miss Mary Amelia Smith was 
the Black Horse Chapter’s first president and served for fourteen years, and in 
1896, became the president of the Virginia Division, UDC.   

 
From the beginning, ladies of the Black Horse Chapter were well grounded in 
one of the UDC’s objectives – memorial.  The monument to unknown dead 
soldiers in the Warrenton Cemetery was surrounded by graves of known 
Confederate dead.  The young chapter placed nearly two hundred C.S.A.  
Markers on these greaves at a cost of one thousand dollars.  Memorial Day 
services are still conducted in the town cemetery in remembrance of not only 
fallen Confederates, but veterans of all wars as well.  

 
When a marker was commissioned in 1983, the Black Horse Chapter wa ready to assist.  In 1984, a 
roadside maker describing Fauquier’s famed Black Horse Cavalry was dedicated by the chapter at the 
intersection of Waterloo Street and Route 29 in Warrenton.  
 
Miss Mary Amelia Smith, in an annual report of the Black Horse Chapter’s activities wrote: 

 
“The habits of the chapter remain the same. All requirements have been fulfilled. Donations have been 
made and tributes to the mighty dead. The chapter’s conduct is the past is security for its future.”  

Fast forward to 1996 when the president at that time, Mrs. J. Willard Lineweaver (Elizabeth Carr, Bizz), came 
into possession of the research notebook of Robert E, Smith of Carpentersville, Illinois. He had left the 
notebook for the town, Warrenton, who had cared for the Monument to the 600 unknown Confederate soldiers 
and "Defenders of Virginia". In his notebook, remarkably, Smith had found the names of 520 of the 600 
unknown soldiers, many wounded in the Battle of Manassas and sent to Warrenton to be cared for. Bizz 
immediately formed a committee of Black Horse members, initially Adelaide Neily, Leila Kehoe, Helen Hull, 
who undertook the responsibility of providing a proper recognition, a memorial wall to the now named Fallen. In 
addition to the Memorial Wall, a book was published containing the history and names "The Memorial Wall: To 
Name The Fallen" The Black Horse Chapter, No. 9, United Daughters of The Confederacy. 

Every Memorial Day weekend, historically our chapter along with the Sons of Confederate Veterans, Black 
Horse Troop perform a Confederate Memorial Day Service where the community is invited. We are proud of 
the daughters who came before us and gave such dedication to identify and honor the Confederate Fallen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Miss Mary Amelia Smith 



 
 
 
 

The Presidents of the Black Horse Chapter    
 
Miss Mary Amelia Smith    1898-1912  
Mrs. R. Taylor Scott      1912-1920  
Mrs. Currell Tiffany      1920-1922  
Miss Ann Payne       1922-1923  
Mrs. Howard Fletcher     1923-1927  
Mrs. W. V. Parkinson     1927-1928  
Mrs. John Benner       1929-1930  
Mrs. W. W. Parkinson     1930-1931  
Mrs. W. N. Hodgkin      1931-1932 
Miss Emily Fletcher      1933-1934  
Miss Janet Hamilton      1935-1937  
Mrs. W. N. Parkinson     1938-1939  
Mrs. W. V. Parkinson     1939-1940  
Mrs. J. E. Knight       1940-1941  
Mrs. R. D. Cox       1942-1950  
Mrs. W. H. Gaines      1951-1952  
Mrs. R. DeWitt Cox      1953-1957  
Mrs. D. E. Quarles      1958-1959  
Mrs. J. E. Norman      1959-1960  
Mrs. T. N. Fletcher      1961-1962  
Mrs. J. E. Norman      1963-1965  
Mrs. Harry Kelly                     1966-1967 
Mrs. J. E. Norman                    1968-1978 
Mrs. Warren S. Neily                1978-1980 
LTC. Lelia M. Kehoe               1980-1982 
Mrs. W. H. Criswell                   1982-1983 
Mrs. Richard Burton                   1983-4984 
Mrs. Willard Lineweaver               1984-1986 
Mrs. Harold Heath                        1986-1988 
LTC. Lelia M. Kehoe                    1988-1990 
Mrs. C. L. Saunders                       1990-1994 
Mrs. John Marshall Cheatwood     1994-1998 
Mrs. Jacqueline Lee                      1998-2000 
Mrs. Fred A. Hull          2000-2002 
Mrs. Barnard Shrader                    2002-2005 
Mary E. (Betty) Pilcher Brown  2005-2008 
Mrs. Laura Thomas               2008--2010 
Mrs. Alice J. Holey               2010-2012 
Mrs. Sandra von Ellen            2012-2014 
Ms. Jeanette Carlson               2014-2016 
Mrs. Wanda Edwards              2016-2018 
Mrs. Nancy Russell                  2018-Present 
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