The History of the General Stuart 2195

The first General Stuart 2195 was chartered August 21, 1953. The charter members were Mrs.
Inez Alley Ward, Mrs. Alice F. Brown, Mrs. Eleanor W. Jones, Mrs. Truman Schermerhorn,
Mrs. S. S. Spatkey, Mrs. R. W. Throckmorton, Mrs. J. R. Farley, Mrs. H. Clyde Jones, Mrs.
George a. Schermerhorn, Mrs. Pal A. burgess, Mrs. Robert Wallace Newman, Miss Anne Ruth
Harris, Mrs. W. M. Cooley and Mrs. Ellie W. Heinly.

Even though they were founded in 1953, the chapter did not appear in the General UDC Minutes
until 1956. In that same year, Misses Kennone were real daughters who gave the chapter artifacts
of their father who served under General J.E.B. Stuart. They travelled to many historic sites.

By 1962, the chapter served as hostesses at the UDC Memorial building. They placed flags at
Yellow Tavern monument, gave money for the Confederate Chapel and wrote letters to the
Postmaster General for a Jefferson Davis stamp. They also donated books to Hermitage High
School. The most significant activity was to secure a pension for one needy daughter.

In 1969, the chapter attended the memorial service to honor General Stuart’s birthday at the
Virginia State Capitol. They also placed flowers at his memorial on Monument Avenue and his
grave site. They contributed money to the Vietnam Veterans Hospital fund and the Virginia
Division Headquarters. Members attended the Virginia Division Convention and Fifth District
Conference.

According to the 1970 Virginia Division Minutes, the chapter received publicity for placing a
wreath at Stuart’s memorial for his birthday. The other major project was contributing money to
the Lee Mausoleum, Southern Literature, Virginia Division Headquarters and Randolph Relief
Fund. At that time there were only 13 members. In 1971, the chapter went defunct.

The chapter was reactivated on August 7, 1995. The Charter members were Carla Ann Carter,
Cari Ann Davis, Iris Eileen Taylor Davis, Joyce Allene Berry Eades, Hope Yvonne Cooper
Kifer, Brenda Sue Whitlock Latham, Charlotte Lynn Coleman Lorton, Mildred Woodlon Schultz
Luck, Catherine Luellen Hughes Mahoney, Diane Renee Richardson Mugford, Lisa Glenn Kidd
Mugford, Donna Sue Eades Powell, Donna Marie Nuckols Power, Heather Yvonne Cooper
Reynolds, Rachael Adelade Powell Tench, Edith Michelle Toney, Victoria Lee Cooper Tumblin
and Theresa Elaine Toney Willson.

The Chartering ceremony was held at the Confederate Memorial Chapel on December 2, 1995.
Their first year included planting rose bushes at Shockoe Hill Cemetery and attending meetings
to make it a historical landmark and place it on the National Register of Historic Sites. The
chapter visited a Real Daughter and attended Fifth District meeting. They had special meetings
at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts and Hermitage Country Club. Rachel P. Tench was
appointed Division Representative to McGuire Veterans Hospital. Theresa Willson, Joyce Eades
and Brenda Latham were named Deputies.

1998 was spent increasing membership and the creation of Skylark Children of the Confederacy
with 25 members. The children cleaned up the weeds around the Douglas Southall Freeman
marker on Charles City Road. The General Stuart chapter spent time measuring grave markers at



Hollywood Cemetery. The goal was to realign them. Many hours were spent laying cement and
setting markers in place. This was also the year that they presented their first military service
award to a veteran of the Korean War at Edgewood Plantation which had been built in 1834.

The year 2000 was an incredible year. They wonlst place for the scrapbook at the Virginia
Division Convention. Joyce Eades was elected Virginia Division Registrar and Brenda Latham
became Fifth District Chairman. The chapter attended services for Lee-Jackson, General Stuart,
Jefferson Davis, and Flora Stuart. They also raised over $9,000 for PBS. Skylark CofC and
General Stuart Chapter participated in the VFW Loyalty Day parade. The chapter won first
place trophy for marching and the float. The most significant contribution was being the host for
Fifth District meeting in 2001.

In the 2002 Virginia Division Minutes, the chapter sent donations to General, Division, and the
Howard Stiles Nuckols’ scholarships. Money was also sent to the Museum of the Confederacy
and the September 11 Relief Fund.

The year 2004 was dedicated to assisting veterans and soldiers. Financial support and items
were sent. With A. P. Hill SCV Camp, the chapter rededicated the City Point UDC monument in
Hopewell. Two hundred fifty people were in attendance.

Over the next few years, they dedicated their time to our veterans. They visited many historic
sites. They also began to donate funds to the JEB Stuart Birthplace Preservation Trust in Ararat,
Virginia.

According to the 2010 Minutes, the Chapter continued to support our veterans. President Theresa
Willson attended the grave marker dedication for Captain William Latane. She had the honor of

bringing greetings on behalf of Virginia Division President Ruby Pugh. The next year they
donated $360.00 to Operation Gratitude.

Additionally in 2010, they presented 13 military service awards. The Virginia Division elected
Charter member Mrs. Joyce Eades as Honorary Virginia Division President. The chapter voted
and approved making Ruby Pugh an Honorary Member of the Chapter.

On September 11, 2011, the chapter awarded 10 military service awards. Besides being the
hostess chapter for the Division convention, it was a great year for many awards. These include
the Registrar’s award for the new members, the Recorder of MSA for bestowing 11 medals,
Chapter Yearbook, John S. Goldsmith Banner for giving the most support to the Skylark Chapter
C of C Chapter, and the Membership Development Plaque. The chapter attended the tea to
honor Division President Ruby Pugh, Hanover’s 100" anniversary tea, and also attended a
celebration C of C’s President Mackenzie Storage.

The year 2012 was assisting with a grave marking dedication of a soldier for an UDC member
from Florida. They also helped to organize a grave marking dedication for a soldier in
Goochland County. There were 200 people in attendance. The chapter won several awards at
the Virginia Division convention. They continued to attend Fifth District conference, General
convention, Lee-Jackson service, Massing of the Flags and Spring Board.



A few years later the chapter had their meeting, as well as a tour, at Edgewood Plantation.
General Stuart had used the residence during his ride around McClellan. They also visited
Hickory Hill Plantation where the owner Shannon Pritchard gave a lecture about his antiques.
The chapter once again hosted Fifth District conference

In 2019, Chapter President Sharon Loving became the Virginia Division President. The chapter
continued to support the CofC, veterans and other projects.

In June of 2021, General Stuart made history. They installed the first Woman of Color of
African descent as President, Teresa Roane. In October of 2021, Sharon Loving began another
two year term as Virginia Division President.

The current history is as follows: General Stuart Chapter held 10 meetings this year which
included the Historian General’s programs, had 6 guest speakers with one who gave two
presentations, and we sang Dixie at the close of each meeting. In September we held our
military service awards at the Confederate Memorial Chapel. The following awards were
bestowed: World War II, National Defense for Vietnam, American Patriot, and Homeland
Defense. In the same month the chapter initiated a new program where a member each month
lights a candle in honor of her ancestor. In October, we began taking orders for the Monument
Avenue calendar as a fundraiser for the UDC General organization. The chapter also donated
money to the Virginia Division C of C President’s project. At the annual November auction, the
money raised was given to the UDC General organization. Members of the chapter attended
Division and General Conventions. In February, we held a special posthumously military service
award per the request of the Recorder General of Military Service Awards. Members attended
Spring Board, Fifth District meeting and Massing of the Flags and President Teresa Roane had
the honor as the guest speaker at Massing. The chapter continues to expand its membership as
we welcome five new members. We look forward to another year of following the objectives
and the motto of the UDC.

Prepared by Chapter President, Teresa Roane, July 2022



