History of Halifax Chapter 1321, South Boston, Virginia

Mrs. Henry Easley and twenty-four ladies organized the first Halifax Chapter
in South Boston on April 15, 1907, approved by Mrs. William R. McKenney,
Virginia Division President, with Division number 122. The original members
are below:

Mrs. G. E. Faulkner
Mrs. W. T. Reeves

Mrs. R. R. Noblin

Mrs. Henry Easley

Miss Sue Willingham
Miss Mamie Easley

Miss Wilmur Snell

Miss Nannie Carrington
Miss Virginia Carrington
Miss Rose Watkins

Miss Mamie Fry

Mrs. H. J. Belk

Mrs. R. E. Jordan

Mrs. S. R. Cushman of General UDC approved and registered the chapter with
number 1082 on May 15, 1907. Mrs. Henry Easley served as first chapter
president.

Mrs. H. B. Willingham
Mrs. Anthony

Mrs. R. H. Beasley
Mrs. H. J. Watkins
Mrs. W. 1. Jordan
Mrs. H. L. Edmunds
Mrs. J. J. Lawson
Mrs. R. H. Lawson
Mrs. V. L. Faulkner
Mrs. Joseph Stebbins
Mrs. Adkinson

Mrs. Williams
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However, in less than a year of Halifax Chapter 1084’s existence, problems
arose. When Mrs. J. McNair Stover attended the Division Convention in Suffolk
as a delegate, she was “embarrassed and dismayed” to learn her chapter could
not be represented and had no vote. Reason given by state officers was the lack
of organizing members’ completed applications or payment of dues to formalize
a chapter or have a charter. Division instructed Mrs. Stover to return the original
charter and make application for a new chapter.

Returning home, Mrs. Stover returned the original charter and began
organization of a new chapter. In 1909, reorganization was completed, and Mrs.
J. McNair Stover was elected President. General issued a new charter for Halifax
Chapter, number 1321 on March 2, 1911, with forty-one members, show below:

o Mrs. Bettie F. Jordan o Mrs. Carrie Virginia
o Mrs. Sallie Howell Clarke
Atkins Mrs. F. B. Dowdy

Mrs. J. W. Adkerson
Mrs. Pattie H. Bailey
Mrs. Lydia Lester Bailey
Mrs. W. K. Ballow

Mrs. H. C. Beckett

Mrs. Oriana Irby Dunn

Mrs. Mary Sydnor Doan
Mrs. Frank Edmondson
Mrs. Henry Easley

Mrs. D. B. Easley

Mrs. H. L. Edmunds
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o Mrs. M. R. J. Faulkner

o Mrs. Sadie Mason
McComb Ingram

o Mrs. Lightfoot H.
Jordan

Mrs. Edna Y. Nesbitt
Mrs. J. McNair Stover
Mrs. James W. Throm
Mrs. Inez S. Wolfe
Mrs. Mamie Easley
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Mrs. H. L. T. Jordan Willingham

Mrs. William L. Johnson o Miss Sue Willingham
Mrs. Maggie S. Lee o Mrs. M. A. Willingham
Mrs. H. C. Lacy o Mrs. Rebecca V.

Mrs. J. L. Lacy Williams

Mrs. R. W. Lawson Mrs. Sallie T. White
Mrs. 1. C. McDowell Mrs. Eunice M. Warren
Miss Emma B. Morton Mrs. E. B. Yancey

Mrs. W. E. Moody
Mrs. George P. Merrill
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While reorganization was happening, our chapter, county veterans, and
citizens raised funds and ordered a memorial Confederate statue to honor the
county’s Confederate dead, to be erected in front of the courthouse. Much to
everyone’s consternation, the manufacturer sent a Union soldier in 1910. A
replacement Confederate soldier was sent in 1911, and the soldier memorial was
unveiled and dedicated in front of Halifax Court House in Houston on April 17,
1911. On a side note, after many years of being abandoned in the woods, the
original Union soldier memorial now resides inside the Halifax County-South
Boston Museum.

On May 29, 1924, Halifax Chapter marked a mass grave containing five
Confederate soldiers from Georgia who were killed in a train accident near Wolf
Trap Depot, three miles east of South Boston, on April 3, 1865. The soldiers
were buried in a mass grave about 100 yards from the train tracks. Two of the
soldiers have been identified as Samuel Copeland and Nathaniel Daniel; the
other three remain unknown.

In 1931, Mrs. Berryman Green organized a Children of the Confederacy
Chapter, Richard Logan Juniors, named to honor Captain Richard Logan of
Company H, 14th Regiment Virginia Infantry, who was killed during the Battle of
Gettysburg. The chapter consisted of ten (10) charter members:

o Bernice Elizabeth Blair o Jennie Phipps Lawson
o Ruth Barbara Edward Hobson Meeler
DedJarnette Mary Eloise Stover
o Sue Yancey Green Kathleen Leigh Williams
o Berryman Green V Anna Catherine Woodall
o Virginia Byrne Howard
Virginia Division Director Mrs. C. Clifford Guthrie approved the organization and
sent the application forward to General. Third Vice President General Kathryn
N. Wilson approved the charter on September 9, 1931 and assigned the Richard
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Logan Juniors number 19. During the Eighth Annual Virginia Division CofC
Convention held in Richmond, Miss Mary Gunn of the Richard Logan Juniors
Chapter 19 was elected Division Recording Secretary, as reported in the
Richmond Times-Dispatch, dated June 15, 1940. This chapter was active
through 1945 but had disbanded by 1947.

According to Richmond Times-Dispatch article, dated October 1, 1934, Halifax
Chapter reviewed chapter activities on the fortieth anniversary of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy. By then, the chapter had awarded 124 Crosses
of Honor to Confederate Veterans, World War Crosses to seventeen veterans, and
Spanish-American Crosses to two veterans. The chapter began two scholarship
loan funds: Mary Hubbard Easley in 1924 and the Carrie C. Clarke in 1933. In
1971, both scholarships were still awarded as loans without interest.

In 1933, Halifax Chapter UDC had a large granite memorial marker placed at
the grave of the five Confederate soldiers killed in train accident on April 3, 1865,
near Wolf Trap Depot. Mrs. Aaron Vaughan donated both memorial marker and
surrounding iron fence. This marker is listed in Virginia’s WPA Historical
Inventory at the Library of Virginia.

On Armistice Day, November 11, 1940, Halifax Chapter UDC and veterans of
American Legion Halifax County Post No. 8, dedicated a restored cannon used
at the Battle of Staunton River Bridge (June 25, 1864). The cannon was placed
at the American Legion Post Home in South Boston. The chapter raised funds to
have the cannon moved, restored, and mounted — including a bronze plaque on
the stand made by the Gorham Company.

The September 1950 meeting of Halifax Chapter highlighted its most recent
accomplishment: installation of a granite memorial marker honoring the “old
men and boys” who defended Halifax County from the Wilson-Kautz Raid on
June 25, 1864. The Battle of Staunton River Bridge is the only battle fought in
Halifax County during the War Between the States. Originally, the property
owner donated 6.5 acres of land which included earthworks to four Confederate
veterans in 1910. Their charge was to turn the site into a memorial and/or park,
which never happened. After much negotiation, the veterans donated the land
to Halifax Chapter UDC. The chapter had the marker placed on the “Fort Hill”
site near Clover.

An April 10, 1952, Halifax Gazette article states Halifax Chapter is organizing
a new Children of the Confederacy chapter with a group of high school students
showing interest. Between April 11 and December 11, 1952, the Halifax Juniors
Chapter 441 was chartered. The chapter had a meeting in December 1952 at
Miss Carrie Dickerson’s home on North Main Street. The exact date of chartering
is not currently available. A 1959 Chapter history states Mrs. Woodrow Williams
and Mrs. Herman Chandler were two early directors. This CofC chapter
remained active through at least 1971.



On May 31, 1952, at Oak Ridge Cemetery in South Boston, the chapter
dedicated a large granite marker with a bronze tablet bearing names of 81
Confederate veterans buried there. The members researched for over a year to
verify names and locations of those men in the cemetery.

September 2, 1955, our chapter dedicated the monument at The Battle of
Staunton River Bridge fort site. The chapter took extreme efforts to have the
Commonwealth of Virginia build a road to the site. By 1958, the chapter had
deeded over the property to what is now Virginia’s Department of Conservation
and Recreation.

In 1959, South Boston celebrated the 75t Jubilee of its founding with a
pageant. Halifax Chapter portrayed a re-enactment of The Battle of Staunton
River Bridge in one of the scenes. Dr. Elisha Barksdale painted a scene of the
battle and gave the painting to our chapter. Our chapter gave the painting to
the County of Halifax, and it was hung in the (old) courthouse.

Halifax Chapter 1321 celebrated their Real Daughter members in early March
1961 during their Fiftieth Anniversary banquet. Real Daughters present in the
photograph published in the March 9, 1961, issue of The Halifax Gazette were
Mrs. John Walter Snead, Mrs. D. C. Elam, Mrs. G. A. Stover, Mrs. Tom Faulkner,
Mrs. Egbert Stover Martin, Mrs. I. C. McDowell, Mrs. B. A. Epperson, Mrs. John
Lacy, Mrs. John Collie, and Miss Sue Willingham.

The Centennial of The Battle of Staunton River Bridge was commemorated on
Saturday, June 25, 1964. Halifax Chapter arranged with Southern Railway to
provide a special excursion train called “The Confederate Special,” from Danville
to Staunton River with stops at Ringgold, Sutherlin, Paces, News Ferry, South
Boston, Scottsburg, and Clover to carry hundreds of attendees. Part of Halifax
County High marching band supplied Confederate music aboard the train.
Chapter members wore period costumes. W. Carroll Headspeath, County War
Between the States historian and chairman of Halifax County Civil War
Centennial, narrated a walking tour of the battleground with well-marked
trenches and breastworks. Afterwards, a picnic on the grounds was served.
Dignitaries attending included Southern Railway officials, State Compensation
Board Clerk Ben Lacy, State Senator J. D. Hagood, and Delegate Howard P.
Anderson

Halifax Chapter celebrated its 60t anniversary on March 4,1971. Some of its
accomplishments other than those mentioned above were arranging assistance
for veterans and remembering them at Christmas and birthdays, as well as
serving them a dinner on Memorial Day from 1919 to 1937. Halifax Chapter
presented Confederate flags to county schools.; During World War II and the
Korean War, they knitted afghan covers for crutches, sold War Bonds, worked at
bloodmobiles, raised money for the United Fund Drive, and volunteered



numerous hours at hospital. The chapter awarded Crosses of Military Service to
World War II and Korean War veterans. Chapter members held Memorial Day
and Veterans Day services; and placed Confederate flags on Confederate graves
at Oak Ridge Cemetery. Mrs. Williams stated that a portrait of Jefferson Davis,
tinted by Mrs. Irene Roller and given to Mrs. William Adkisson was donated by
the chapter to Halifax County Academy.

Chapter members Miss Jane Blackwell, Mrs. Hicks, and Mrs. W. W. Williams
received permission from W. Carroll Headspeath to have his book The Battle of
Staunton River Bridge reprinted. Mr. Headspeath wrote his book in 1949. The
book was reprinted in 1976 as part of our chapter’s contribution to the United
States Bicentennial and remains in print.

In 1980, The chapter contributed to Mr. Ralph Widener, Jr., Historian
General of the Military Order of Stars and Bars, for a book on Confederate
monuments he was compiling. Mrs. W. W. Williams submitted pictures of five
markers: 1) Soldier at Halifax Court House; 2) marker with 81 names at Oak
Ridge Cemetery in South Boston; 3) memorial marker near Wolf Trap Depot for
the Confederate soldiers killed on April 3, 1865; 4) marker at Staunton River
Bridge Battlefield; and 5) the Cannon at the American Legion Grounds. Mr.
Widener selected four of the pictures for his book; omitted was the marker near
Wolf Trap Depot. His Confederate Monuments: Enduring Symbols of the South
and the War Between the States was published in 1982 (and is no longer in print).

Our chapter nominated the Staunton River Bridge and Battlefield Site as a
Virginia Historic Landmark in 1988 without success. However, the nomination
was attempted again in 2003 and was approed by from the State on March 14,
2004. The site was not added to the National Register of Historic Places until
November 19, 2014.

During 1989 Halifax Chapter organized a new CofC Chapter, Alexander
Nelson Seymour Chapter with eight members, approved by Division Director
Juanita Gilliard. Charter Members were:

e Mary Raynell Lantor

e Nathan Allen Lantor

e Wallace Gray Nunn, Jr.

e Rebecca Faye Rodgers

e Sarah Haynes Shelton

e Emily Barton Steube

e George Ernest Steube, III

e Edward Farley Will
Third Vice President General Nancy Carrier Vildibill approved the charter on
June 29, 1989, assigning number 846 to the new Seymour chapter. According
to Virginia Division CofC 2021 Minutes, this chapter disbanded in 2010.



Old Dominion Electric Corporation [ODEC] and Virginia Power purchased
land in northern Halifax County near Clover in 1992 to build a new coal-fired
electric power plant. “Fort Hill” where The Battle of Staunton River Bridge was
fought was part of this land purchase. Mrs. Elizabeth Seymour pressed hard
and persistently for rescue of the site. ODEC donated 80 acres for a state park
and built a visitors center on the site. Norfolk-Southern Railroad donated
Staunton River Railroad Bridge as an addition to the park. During Living History
Weekend in June 1999, Halifax Chapter placed and dedicated a stone marker in
the park to Mrs. Seymour’s memory.

Mrs. Elizabeth Seymour died in 1995 and bequeathed her home at 1312 Irish
Street to our chapter. This bequest provided much needed storage space for
chapter scrapbooks and memorabilia and served as a meeting space. Currently
the chapter rents out the home area space for income which allows us to
maintain the home and fund projects.

In 2008, the chapter chose a pin committee of Helen Gregory, Grace Elliott,
and Sue Snead to design a chapter pin. The committee chose a design in the
shape of a tobacco leaf, so significant to Halifax County and Virginia’s history.
The pin design was approved and Pamela Wright Collections produced the pins.

In anticipation of Halifax Chapter’s centennial, we donated a complete set of
Broadfoot’s sixteen-volume The Roster of Confederate Soldiers 1861-1865 to
Halifax County Public Library. The same pin committee of 2008 designed a 100th
anniversary pin in the shape of Halifax County, which was approved by General
and created by Pamela Wright Collections.

Halifax Chapter 1321 celebrated its 100th anniversary on February 26, 2011,
at Scottsburg Baptist Church. The anniversary committee consisting of Helen
Gregory, Sue Snead, Grace Elliott, Ginger Gentry, Margie Logan, and Ellen
Wagstaff began planning in 2010. They sent out more than 100 invitations and
created a special program for the event. The committee set up a table decorated
with pictures and memorabilia from the chapter’s history. During the
celebration, Mrs. Patt Graves of H. A. Carrington Chapter 1055 presented a First
National pattern Confederate flag embroidered with inscription. The H. A.
Carrington Chapter 1055 present Mrs. Gregory an embroidered tote bag. State
Senator James Edmunds sent a congratulatory letter along with a Virginia State
Flag. Mr. Lee Snead presented special music. Betsy Throckmorton’s Pack House
Café catered the reception. President General Martha Van Schaick sent a
celebratory proclamation from General UDC to honor Halifax Chapter on its
centennial.

In 2011 Timothy Sedore compiled and Southern Illinois University Press
published An Illustrated Guide to Virginia’s Confederate Monuments. He included
the same four monuments which Ralph Widener, Jr. included in his 1982 book:
Confederate statue at Halifax Court House, Oak Ridge Cemetery Tablet,



Staunton River Battlefield Cannon and Tablet, and Staunton River State
Battlefield Park Tablet.

Throughout the years, Halifax Chapter has awarded Crosses of Military
Service, cleaned Confederate graves, marked Confederates graves with
tombstones and iron crosses, donated to many local charities, and supported
many veterans’ organizations. Until the years of political correctness, our
chapter sponsored essay contests and awarded as many as six scholarships.
The chapter currently has forty members.

Real Daughters of Halifax Chapter 1321 as given in1959
e Mrs. William Henry Lawson
e Miss Sue Willingham
e Mrs. John Henry Collie
e Mrs. John William Lacy
e Mrs. Edward Wilton Willingham
e Miss Langston Bacon Robertson
e Mrs. Berry Green
e Mrs. Edmond Ruffin Farmer
e Mrs. Richard Augustus Harrell
e Mrs. Charles Monroe Loftis
e Mrs. Stanley Rivers Perkinson
e Mrs. Albert Ross Via, Sr.
e Mrs. Charles Henderson Friend
e Mrs. Irving Crews McDowell
e Mrs. Egbert Stover Martin
e Mrs. John Walter Snead
e Mrs. Luther Eugenius Carlton
e Mrs. Daniel Currin Elam
e Mrs. Seluius Oscar Garrett
e Mrs. George Adam Stover
e Mrs. John Henry Martin
e Mrs. T. K. Singleton
e Mrs. Garnet Ewing
e Mrs. Samuel Fulton Gilliland
e Mrs. Aaron Hugh Vaughan
e Mrs. William Clem Slate
e Mrs. William M. Meyers
e Miss Elizabeth Lundy Wyche
e Miss Mae Wightman Ledbetter
e Miss Frances Maud Ledbetter
e Miss Mamie Emma Easley
e Miss Martha Bedford Yancey
e Miss Bessie Elizabeth Lindsay



Miss Lizzie Love

Miss Lucille Fitzallen Sparrow
Miss Elizabeth Haskins
Miss Annie Rebecca Epps
Miss Martha Willex Stratton
Miss Ida Monroe Glass

Miss Sabel Friend Spencer
Miss Nora Feres Snead
Miss Myrtle Lydia Boyd
Miss Pattie Ray Chandler
Miss Nellie May Oliver

Miss Bettie Lee Oliver

Miss Kate Howerton

Miss Arie Amanda Cage
Miss Maud Pauline Hughes
Miss Lilly Bell Yancey

Miss Ida Jennings Rogers
Miss Harriett Janie Ragland
Miss Susanna Hattie Epps

List of Chapter Presidents in Chronicle Order:

e Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Henry Easley

H. J. Ingram

D. B. Easley

J. McNair Stover
H. J. Ingram, Jr.
A. H. Vaughan
George A. Stover
T. F. Fry

Henry Easley
Carrie V. Clarke
D. B. Easley

J. McNair Stover
A. L. Micau

J. McNair Stover
Berryman Green
S. B. Veasey
George A. Stover
Berryman Green
Mrs. J. McNair Stover
Mrs. Gladys (J. E.) Crawley
Miss Carrie L. Dickerson
Mrs. J. McNair Stover

1907-1908
1908-1909
1909-1910
1910-1912
1912-1914
1914-1918
1918-1921
1921-1922
1922-1923
1923-1925
1925-1927
1927-1929
1929-1931
1931-1932
1932-1934
1934-1936
1936-1938
1938-1944
1947-1948
1948-1953
1953-1957
1957-1958



e Miss Carrie L. Dickerson 1958-1977
e Mrs. William S. Adkisson 1977-1979
e Miss Carrie L. Dickerson 1979-1981
e Mrs. Virginia Adams 1981-1983
e Mrs. W. L. Seymour 1983-1986
e Mrs. A. A. Cockrell 1986-1990
e Mrs. Stover S. James 1990-1994
e Mrs. Ray Satterfield 1994-1998
e Mrs. W. Harris Spell 1998-2002
e Mrs. Grace (R. D.) Elliott 2002-2006
e Mrs. May (Stover) James 2006-2008
e Mrs. Grayson Gregory 2008-2010
e Mrs. Ginger (Mack) Gentry 2010-2018
e Mrs. Janet (Richard) Perkins 2018-2022

Years that Halifax Chapter 1321 hosted Third District Conference:
1937, 1946, 1957, 1962, 1969, 1988, 1997, 2019

Chapter Members who have served in Division Offices:

Gladys Martin Crawley: Custodian from 1949-1951
Third District Chairman from 1951-1953

May Oliver James: Recording Secretary from 1977-1979; 1979-1980
Third District Chairman from 1983-1985
Vice President from 1985-1987

Elizabeth Seymour Third District Chairman from 1987-1989
Recorder, MSA’s from 1989-1990
2nd Vice President from 1992-1993

Janet Jordan Perkins Registrar in 2019
Corresponding Secretary from 2019-2021
2nd Vice President from 2021-2023

Compiled by Chapter President Janet Perkins, July 28, 2022
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