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Amy Virginia Ho&BdrIh6HdMaderl 903

to heremts Benton Dallas Howel |l
Stickl er Howel | ; She was al so i
Chapter and was a direct desce
Wi lliamdbdhwelwlas born on a | arge
Oatl ands and after attending |
taught school in a one room scho
was a Broker Agent with Merril!l
Oakton and |icensed to sell real
Amy was a real daud®dkrthdrn.n Hard | fast
Howel |l served "Whiitthe st hBeat35VA CAV

/fEIizabeth RouncedBarl3e Mdgat on
1908830 hamempts Nathani edleaRowmncevi
and Elizabeth Boone Davis Heaton botim wRatriceeés vof I
wi thheparents Nathani el & Bessie Heat on; Eli zabeth
buried here at Ketoctin Baptist Church Cemetery,
Eli zabeth was t heof@amtnddatulgan ieg | Rt'\HEat©m Af t he ¢

Beaumont PurcéBdr GMAZY gh 1886 i nt dBlhmerneomtts: Fr ank

Purcell & Mary Elizabeth Hill. Married Gorden Bit
shows Beauma & husband Gorden |iving a few houses
Pur cel. |l Bielaluena si gned a Demit to join ®©Bheakéa@agChap
Blue Ridge Chapter which she joined April 29, 190
rest in the Lincoln Cemetery, Shientelnd Vhe(bdddacen
egistrar in 1951.

Beuma wasdabght Erapomk Purcell, 8th Virginia
Adel ai de ChambdBomnS2elOet ober 1861 to John W Cha
Bur son; Married to Wi lliam S. St eel e; 1920 Census
husband William |iving right down the street from
Bessie Hackley. Adel aijdé nsiTdhreed e [[Tdmiptt edo on June
Leaving Blue Ridge Chapter which she joined April

Cemetery in H4qmiolutdomu,n ao.unty)

Addi e awadabubght dohonf Machl on Chamblin, 35th Virgini
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On 19 January 193héapliteeendaeed a | arge framed Lee P
Purcellville Graded School (AlI'l White) in Purcell
school in 1940. I't is now used as a Community Cen
Community Cente329 oWat®adh adl Street, Purcellville,
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The January Mi nutes (pictured below) read as

the graded

S was opened by a scripture read
which, the ¢

1
The meeting h

c I,

h ren 9$a0@bd Bhacki doedel ody

2
d at the school house for the Dedi
o]
d

Mi sGruverds reading wastd@Chakmptnerf romofm Rrhev er2bs begi n
good name is rather to be-Tchh s ewva st hsaon agorpd a tc arbil ceh e
Lee as on a certain occasion he was offered by a
the use of his nameoMyp whmehmbetrbpl wedt h somet hi
of i1to.

Mi ss Copel and

simple detail
Robert E. L €

chil dren.

Let us hope
picture in ti
shall be I ik
story of t h
I'talian as h ¢
thru a |l onely
a far away
Sunday after
Pausing bef ¢
exquisite pa
Christ, he to
raggedkepgoc a |
penci l and wr.
canvas, 00h,
Galil ee, y ou

on nmedter in
it was discov
in authority
to remain, as

a touching inc S
Mi ss Gruverds speech of acceptance was foll owed b\
by Miss Barker, one of the instructors in the sch

The singing of Dixie and Old Virginia by the scho
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Now, ti me marches on to current day June 25, 198
Chapter President at that time and received a | et
of Mt . Ol'ive Al abama. He stated that he had pur
Harrisgpnbuwr rginia, a Lee Phot o, wi t h an inscrip

School 6 and was rsew&namgdenomat pon on the piece.

Mr. Ronnie R. Ogburn
496 Springdale Road

Mt. Olive, Al. 35117
June 25, 1987

Mrs. Jasper Rickard
Route 2 Box 9
Lovettsville, Va. 22080

Dear Mrs. Rickard:

Last week I purchased a framed photograph of General
Robert E. Lee from an antique store in Harrisonburg, Va. There
is a certificate on the back framing paper that states the
photograph was ""Presented to Purceville (unreadable) School by
The Lee Chapter United Daughters of Confederacy Jan. 1, 1932."

While working on other Civil War research at the Birmingham
Library I mentioned the photograph to one of the staff members
who is a member of one of the local chapters of the UDC. She
gave me your name and address, indicating that you were a past
President of the Lee Chapter. She thought perhaps you have access
to your Chapter's records and might be able to tell me some of the
history behind this particular photograph.

From other research and prints I know that this photograph
is the same as the famous portrait by Theodore Pine that hangs
in the Lee Chapel of Washington and Lee University. The face of
the photograph I have has the word "Pine 1904" in the lower left
hand corner. This apparently was etched on the negative prior to
printing; or perhaps the photograph I purchased is one of the
portrait rather than General Lee himself and the "Pine 1904" is
the painter's signature on the canvas.

The information I am searching for is whether your records
indicate if the photograph was one from which the artist worked
or a photograph of the painting. I1'd like to know what school
in Purceville received the painting and the reason behind the
presentation. I'd also like to know how long your Chapter had the
photeograph and it's origin . The antique dealer I purchased it
from bought it in an estate sale near Winchester, Va.

As I am an avid Civil War researcher and collector, any
information you might be able to give me will certainly be of
interest. I have taken pictures of the photograph and will enclose
them with this letter if I have them back, or will forward them at
a later date if you have an interest. I appreciate your time and
consideration in this matter. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Romeien Ol

Ronnie Ogburn
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I'n Rickardds | eshhersdiod:Ogdblutr nreal ly bothers me th
did not at |l east return the picture to us i f they
as long as | am president of our Chapter we will r
No one kowws$ he portrait di sappeared or what happe

Mr. Ronnie R. Ogburn
496 Springdale Road

Mt. Olive, Alabama 35117
July 14, 1987

Mrs. Jasper Rickard
Rt. 2 Box ¢
Lovettsville, Virginia 22080

Dear Mrs. Rickard:

Thank you for replying to my inquiry about the photograph
of General Robert E. Lee.

The information you found in your Chapter's minutes is
very interesting. I really appreciate the time and effort
you expended to this end.

As I told you in my first letter, the photograph was purchased
in an antique store in Harrisonburg in June of this year. It was
a gift from my wife, an addition to my growing collection of Civil

War relics and research workings. The price of the photograph was
$75.00.

Unfortunately, I am not in a position to donate the photograph
back to your Chapter. If at any time your Chapter would like to
purchase the photograph, I will sell it to you for the price my
wife paid for it. My wife and I spend one week each spring in

Virginia. If you wish, I could bring the photograph to you on our
next trip.

1f your Chapter is unable to purchase the photograph, it
will remain in my collection. I will not sell it to anyone other
than you or your Chapter.

Thank you again for replying to my letter and answering all

of my questions. I look forward toc hearing from you in the near
future.

Sincerely,
- 3 RD«(W.-—- @%"hu\

Ronnie Ogburn
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We wi | | now fast forward again to 2004. thee Ch
Anniversary and Dorothy Rickard, President had a
Scheel to be our guest speaker.

Eugene Scheébewrenhesre Washington Post Article ne

OMy role in returning the Lee picture began thi
to speak at the Lwmeancilwepsar s dé8dbder and meet i
research | came across 1987 letter from Ogburn
anytime the Lee Chapter would |ike to purchase
what it cost plus shipping. 6

0To me, such a sum even with mailing seemed sma
di dndt buy it back. But in reviewing that year .

treasury had |l ess than $200.00. 6

OPerhaps Ogburn would sell me the picture, hop
surprise the Lee Chapter at the anniversary e\
after 25 years as president! o

Eugene Scheel was able to finally |l ocate the Oghb
moved but he was able to track them down in Garder
still in possession of the photo and graci.odOw0sl y so

asking price from 1987. Mrs. Ogburn stated that s

I n August 2004, the following mMmAnbhhvafsarythbel ebe
& the return of the Lee Photo, Dorothy Rickard r
Becky Hackney Fleming stepped up as president.

Fast forward anothet CBeykeaesrBhaptversadany cel ebrat
July 14, 2024%¢

Becky Fl eming, President is still
Photo. The photo was onnf"Adninsi pvleays aarty
event . Becky reached out to Mr. E L

the Ogburn Family to thank them fo
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The Washington Post

L §e§P§e§ber 1 9, 200 4

kY o nEWEGTI st
Eugene Scheel holds the framed reproduction he tracked down of the |
“Pine Portrait,” a famous oil painting of Gen, Robert E. Lee.

THE PAST RECALLED | Eugene Scheel

Picture of Gen. Lee
Finds Its Way Home

framed reproduction of

a famous oil painting of

Gen. Robert E. Lee,

commander of the ar-
mies of the Confederate states,
has come home to Loudoun after a
long absence. *

The life-size oil portrait of Lee
was painted in 1904 by Ogdens-
burg, N.Y., artist Theodore Pine, a
great admirer of Lee, and was
known as the “Pine Portrait.” A re-
production of the painting was
given to the Lee chapter of the
United Daughters of the Confed-
eracy by UDC member Eloise
Hirst Couper of Lexington, Va.
Couper’s husband, William, was
the Virginia Military Institute his-
torian.

It is not clear whether the re-
production, covered in thick glass,
is a photograph or a print. Experts
at Washington and Lee University
in Lexington, where the original
hangs, said they had heard a black
and white reproduction existed
but did not recall having seen one.
Lee was president of the school
from 1865 until seven months be-
fore his death in 1870, The school
was then called Washington Col
lege—for George Washington.
The year after Lee’s death, the
school’s trustees renamed the col-
lege Washington and Lee.

The Lee chapter of the UDC
gave the framed reproduction to
the Purcellville Graded School for
white children on Jan. 19, 1932.
The Lee chapter then usually met

in’, Burcellyille-;area, homes,".be:".",
cause most’of its members were"

from that area. The school had
opened Jan. 19. 1923, and Jan. 19
was Lee's birthday.

Sometime after 1932, the repro-
duction disappeared from the
school. It turned up in 1987 in an
antiques shop in Harrisonburg,
Va., where it was bought by collec-
tors Ronnie and Linda Ogburn of
Mount Olive, Ala.

Ronnie Ogburn said he could
not read the full ink inscription on
the back of the picture: “Presented
to Purcellville Graded School by
Lee Chapter United Daughters of
Confederacy Jan. 1, 1932” be-
cause the word “Graded” was
partly obliterated. A graded
school was one that had one grade
in each classroom—in Purcell
ville, first through seventh
grade—as opposed to the many
one- and two-room schools where
all grades were taught together.

Ogburn wrote to Dorothy K.

Rickard, president of the Lee
chapter, for information on the
picture’s provenance. Rickard
then had the UDC chapter’s min-
utes, which are now at the Thom-
as Balch Library in Leesburg. She
replied to Ogburn and enclosed a
copy of the Jan. 1, 1932, minutes
and a text titled, “The Dedication
of Lee’s Picture,” which took place
in the auditorium of Purcellville
Graded School on Jan. 19, 1932.

The ceremony reflected an era -

when memories of an antebellum
Loudoun, both through its few re-
maining Civil War veierans “d,

XEEEEE AR et

Sie SCHEEL Poge'd * "

gelika Kuettner and director Patri-
Kuettner also mentioned that the

cia Hobbs verified it was an out-of-
print copy. They- do sell a color

print.

1 called the chapel, and curator An-

SCHEEL, From Page 3

the children of those veterans, per-
vaded the culture of much of the
county’s white population.

Bertha Gruver, principal of the
school since its opening, read Prov-
erbs 22:1: “A good name is to be
chosen rather than great rich-
es. ...” Gruver said Lee had been of-
fered $50,000 by a life insurance
company to use his name in some
manner but replied: “My name must
pe"worﬂ:sormthing. I'll take care of

Students and members of the au-
dience sang Stephen Foster’s “Old
Black Joe,” a popular parlor song
during Lee’s adult years and de-
scribed in the UDC minutes as “the
familiar mel
sang “Dixie,” a popular Civil War-
era song in both the South and the
North, and James Bland’s “[Carry
Me Back to] Old Virginny,” then the
state song.

UDC member Maria Copeland
spoke “in simple detail” of Lee’s life.
The chapter had selected her as the
main speaker because her father,
noted Hillsboro and RoundHﬂlleyL
sician James E. Copeland, had
served in the Confederate army.

Gruver then accepted the Lee
portrait, and sixth-grade teacher
Mildred Barker read selections from
Abraham J. Ryan’s book “The

SCHEEL, From Page 3

lody.” The students also..

Sword of Lee,” a treatise on music
about Lee.

In Rickard’s letter to Ogburn, she
said: “It really bothers me that they
[school officials] did not at least re-
turn the picture to us if they did not
want to use it. I know one thing, as
long as I am president of our Chap-
ter we will not spend any funds for
schools again!”

No one knows how the portrait
disappeared or what happened to it
until 1987.

Gruver retired in 1937. Purcell-
ville Graded School closed in May
1967, and none of the six teachers I

recall
the photograph. They also didn't re-
member seeing the photogmph at
the school’s successor,
mentary, after it opened as an in
tegratedachoolmSeptmberlQG?
The old graded school remained
vacant until it became the Loudoun
alley Community Center in March
1970. Alice. Power, who became di-
rector that summer, does not recall
seeing the Lee reproduction at the
center, although she told me recent-
Iy that half of the building was
blocked off by chicken wire because
of a leaking roof and ceilings likely
to collapse.
My role in returning the Lee pic-
ard asked me to speak at the Lee

chapter’s 80th anniversary dinner
and meeting. Curious as to what the
organization was about, I wrote an
article about the changing role of
the UDCs in the Virginia Piedmont
for the July 18 Loudoun Extra
[“Bound to the Past, Beholden to

shipping. “I always thought it need-
ed to come home, and now the time
has come,” Linda Ogburn said.

She said she first saw the Lee pic-
ture while looking for a third anni-
vemarypreaenﬂorkonme,whowas
then: ching f who had:

the Future].

In my research, I came across the
1987 letter from Ogburn to Rickard
in which he said: “If at any time your
chapter would like to purchase the
photograph, I will sell it to you for
the price my wife paid for it [$75].”

To me, such a sum, even with

hy

didn’t buy the heirloom. But in pe-
rusing that year’s minutes, I noticed
gle chapter treasury had less than
Perhape Ogburn would sell me
the picture—hopefully for $75—so
I could surprise the Lee chapter on
its anniversary—and on Rickard’s
retirement after 25 years as presi-
dent. Why not? I thought. Jan. 19 is

also my birthday—my link to Lee.
The Ogburns’ moved since
1987, but in July, I tracked them

da Ogburn told me. "Weneverhtmg
the picture in our home. There was
just no place to hang it.”

fought for the Confederacy.

“Tsaw it in this shop,” she toldme
afew months ago. “The picture kept
saying, “Take me home.’ But T didn’t
buyltandwenthacktonwouma.
where I was staying: A few days lat-
er, [ came back. It was stilltha‘e
andlboughtlt." . oA

led that it’s going home.”

Lee’s -picture was late arrlvmg‘
from Alabama, and when I called
Linda Ogburn to get the shipping
details, she said that while the pic*
ture was being packed for mailing,
she received two offers for it—both
for more than $75. She told the pro-
spective purchasers: “But you don’t
understand. He’s going home.”

Linda Ogburn checked with UPS
as to the picture’s whereabouts and
was told it had reached Lexington,
‘Va. I thought, “How apropos.” Lex-
ington would be its last stop before
Waterford.

Upon receiving the picture, I saw

Yes, they would give it to me for it was a black and white copy of the
the price they had paid for it, plus  original in Lee Chapel at Lexington.
SCHEEL, From Page 3
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historian and mapmaker.

Eugene Scheel is a Waterford
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REPCRT OF IEE CHAPTER U.D.C. PURCELLVILLE
May 17, 1949

Tee Chapter has held ten meetings this year opening
with Ritual and flag salutes. Historieal programs as
outlined by Historian Gereral have been presented at each
meeting. Taxee psid and all obligations met. A special
contribution of 15¢ per member was sent to the Red Shirt
Shrine. ¥e have sent our quota for this year of 20¢ per
member to Hector ¥. Church Foundation Scholarship Fund.
Ve contributed $5.00 to the Stuart Memorial Window. Have
bought two copies of Diviéion inutes and have six sub-

seriptions to the U.D.C. Magagzine.

Ve have added one new member and one member re-instated.
Yie are nearer by several points to becoming an 4A-1 Chapter.
We have attractive year books prepared by our historisn. One
of the highligh%s of the year was a pilgrimage to Stratford

in the autumn.

Ve are honored to have the Distriet lieeting come to
Purcellville. We look forward to a most succgssful year,
with special émphaeis on increasging our memberghip.

Respectfully submitted by

M. 8. M. Cockey, Sec.
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REPORT OF LEE CHAPTER Us Ds Co
PURCEITVIILE, VA.

We hold ten meetinge during the year in homes and a pilgrimage
to & Shrine in Julys Our membership is thirty five, with en sverage
attendance of fourteen.

At Desember meeting, election of officers brought a change to
our chapter. After twm%y three years of devoted service, Mre: J. B,
Hackley wae forced to resign on agaount of serious eye trouble. lrs.
Ca Ke Davis, another falthful member who had served as trsasurer for
the same length of time aleo resigned. ;

~ Ue have followed the Historian-generals programse which have
proved most interseting.

Ve met our gquota for Headguarter Pund 100%. Ve purchapsd two
copies of Division Minutes and have eight subseriptions to “he
lngazine. A1l our obligations have been mets ¥e raised our dues
from $1.00 to $1.60 to meet mdditional sxpenses.

4 mahogany hall table, in memory of John 5. Benedum, the last
Confederate Soldier of our town was placed in the enlarged Toudoun
County Hoepital on Seturday, liay 12, 1951, Hational lioepital imy. A
glmple card has been pleced under the glags on the top of the table
with the following inseription:

A gift of Tee Chapter, Us D. C.
Purceliville, Va.
In lMemory of John E. Benedum
Confederate Soldier

The table will stand under the Hoepital's Memoriasl Board and will
bear a oontainer of freeh flowere daily.

The fonwing ie a list of Officers for 1951:

Pr'aid'ntﬁiQICOQQGCI'IIIQDOI‘!!..‘Iitltihiliiinis‘ Addie Purcell
Round Hill, Virginias
Firet Vige ?r‘nid‘n_tliibl'il..tii?t‘ktii‘Obv.lnrai Je Terry ret
Second Vice Precldentesvsscs-cesvoscssnnosssalires Charies Steels
Third Vice Presidentsescssssscssessesssensssslilae Clara Benedum
Recording BearelByFesccsccsccscssssasssnncesslirss Bdward A« Cockey
ﬂm‘ﬂpﬂaém Eocrotarysesssssssssnrccssssnsslirss Bd. Hirst

: h‘»\’_ Aol Oriftcssesnscsansnssnnsnsnssanssnssnsseaslivns Ts Mo Carruthers

OBEBtYAY. cocr vurnczenennessssursonassonansslirBe Gordon Gregg
E!"Hlﬁ_?ﬂhamc;-'.oino-oauii&utupuuoauuanup!!’ﬁt ¥slter Payne
Megazine Agentescscssessvensnavaossvossenassslirs, Tie Hivst

Y Cordially submitted by
Mrs. Hivard A« Cockey, Becs

-
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