
1924 CHARTER MEMBERS  

 

Amy Virginia Howell Holder ð Born 16 May 1903 

to her parents Benton Dallas Howell and Belinda 

Stickler Howell; She was also in the Ketoctin DAR 

Chapter and was a direct descendant of Capt 

William Howell ð She was born on a large farm near 

Oatlands and after attending Madison College 

taught school in a one room school at Oak Hill. Amy 

was a Broker Agent with Merrill Lynch Realty in 

Oakton and licensed to sell real estate in 1949.   

Amy was a real daughter. Her father, Benton Dallas 
Howell served with the 35th Whites Bat VA CAV 
 

 

Elizabeth Rounceville Heaton ð Born 3 May 
1903 to her parents Nathaniel Rounceville Heaton 

and Elizabeth Boone Davis Heaton both natives of Loudoun; 1920 lived in Purcellville 
with her parents Nathaniel & Bessie Heaton; Elizabeth along with her parents are 
buried here at Ketoctin Baptist Church Cemetery, Purcellville, VA Loudoun County ; 
Elizabeth was the granddaughter of Capt Nathaniel R Heaton of the 8th VA. Co A. 
 
Beaumont Purcell Gregg ð Born 22 March 1886 in Bluemont to her parents: Frank 
Purcell & Mary Elizabeth Hill. Married Gorden Bitzer Gregg in 1906; 1930 Census 
shows Beauma & husband Gorden living a few houses down from Bessie Hackley in 
Purcellville. Beauma signed a Demit to join The Lee Chapter on May 7, 1924 ð Leaving 
Blue Ridge Chapter which she joined April 29, 1905; Both her and her husband lay to 
rest in the Lincoln Cemetery, Lincoln Va.(Loudoun County) She held the office of 
Registrar in 1951. 
 
Beuma was a real daughter of Frank Purcell, 8th Virginia  
 
Adelaide Chamblin Steele ð Born 22 October 1861 to John W. Chamblin & Molly 
Burson; Married to William S. Steele; 1920 Census shows Adelaide (Margaret) and her 
husband William living right down the street from Virginia Purcell Carruthers and 
Bessie Hackley. Adelaide signed a Demit to join The Lee Chapter on June 4, 1924 ð 
Leaving Blue Ridge Chapter which she joined April 9, 1917; She is buried in Lakeview 
Cemetery in Hamilton, Va. (Loudoun County) 
 
Addie was a real daughter of John Machlon Chamblin, 35th Virginia Whites Battalion. 
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THE STORY OF THE 1932 GIFTING 
 

On 19 January 1932é The Lee Chapter donated a large framed Lee Photo to the 

Purcellville Graded School (All White) in Purcellville, Virginia. Pictured below is the 

school in 1940. It is now used as a Community Center and called Loudoun Valley 

Community Center located at 329 W. School Street, Purcellville, Va. 20132. 
Ш 

 

 

 

 



THE STORY OF THE 1932 GIFTING 
 

The January 1932 Minutes (pictured below) read as follows: 

The meeting held at the school house for the Dedication of Leeõs picture to the children of 

the graded school, was opened by a scripture reading by the Principal of the school, after 

which, the children sang, familiar melody ð òOld Black Joeó. 

Miss Gruverõs reading was taken from the 22nd Chapter of Proverbs beginning with òA 

good name is rather to be chosen than great richesó- This was so applicable to the life of 

Lee as on a certain occasion he was offered by a big Life Insurance Co. $50,000.00 for 

the use of his name to which he replied òMy name must be worth something, Iõll take care 

of itó. 

Miss Copeland spoke in 

simple detail of the life of 

Robert E. Lee to the 

children.  

Let us hope that this 

picture in time to come 

shall be likened to the 

story of the humble 

Italian as he wandered 

thru a lonely art gallery in 

a far away City, one 

Sunday afternoon -

Pausing before an 

exquisite painting of 

Christ, he took from his 

ragged pocket, a worn 

pencil and wrote, on the 

canvas, òOh, Man of 

Galilee, you can depend 

on meó ð Later in the day 

it was discovered by one 

in authority and allowed 

to remain, as it was such 

a touching incident.  

Miss Gruverõs speech of acceptance was followed by òThe Sword of Leeó, which was read 

by Miss Barker, one of the instructors in the school.  

The singing of Dixie and Old Virginia by the school children concluded the Lee Program.  
 



THE STORY OF THE 1932 GIFTING 
 

Now, time marches on to current day June 25, 1987. Dorothy Rickard was the Lee 

Chapter President at that time and received a letter (below) from a Mr. Ronnie Ogburn 

of Mt. Olive Alabama. He stated that he had purchased, from an antique store in 

Harrisonburg, Virginia, a Lee Photo, with an inscription òPresented to Purcellville 

Schooló and was seeking more provenance information on the piece.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE STORY OF THE 1932 GIFTING 
 

In Rickardõs letter to Ogburn, she said: òIt really bothers me that they (school officials) 

did not at least return the picture to us if they did not want to use it. I know one thing, 

as long as I am president of our Chapter we will not spend any funds for schools again!ó 

No one knows how the portrait disappeared or what happened until 1987. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE STORY OF THE 1932 GIFTING 
 

We will now fast forward again to 2004. Lee Chapter was celebrating their 80th 

Anniversary and Dorothy Rickard, President had asked our local historian, Eugene 

Scheel to be our guest speaker.  

Eugene Scheel writes: (see entire Washington Post Article next page) 

 

òMy role in returning the Lee picture began this spring when Rickard asked me 

to speak at the Lee chapterõs 800th anniversary dinner and meeting. In my 

research I came across 1987 letter from Ogburn to Rickard, which stated that 

anytime the Lee Chapter would like to purchase it back, he would sell it for 

what it cost plus shipping.ó 

òTo me, such a sum even with mailing seemed small, and I wondered why they 

didnõt buy it back. But in reviewing that yearõs minutes, I noticed the chapter 

treasury had less than $200.00.ó 

òPerhaps Ogburn would sell me the picture, hopefully for $75.00 and I could 

surprise the Lee Chapter at the anniversary event and Rickards retirement 

after 25 years as president!ó  

 

Eugene Scheel was able to finally locate the Ogburns after all those years. They had 

moved but he was able to track them down in Gardendale, Alabama. The Ogburnõs were 

still in possession of the photo and graciously sold the photo to Mr. Scheel for the $75.00 

asking price from 1987. Mrs. Ogburn stated that she always felt it should go home.  

In August 2004, the following month after the Lee Chapter 80th Anniversary celebration 

& the return of the Lee Photo, Dorothy Rickard resigned her presidency of 25 years. 

Becky Hackney Fleming stepped up as president.  

 

Fast forward another 20 years, at the Lee Chapter 100th Anniversary celebration on 

July 14, 2024é 

Becky Fleming, President is still in possession of the Lee 

Photo. The photo was on display at the 100th Anniversary 

event. Becky reached out to Mr. Eugene Scheel, and to 

the Ogburn Family to thank them for their generosity.  
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